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von Flotow (later Ambassador in Rome), a
handsome fair man, and Reichsteiner, the German Consul,
who had brought the ladies of his family*
Prince Billow was in his usual good spirits during the meal,
talking with all his old verve, good humour and sparkling
wit.
" Excellency/' I said, " I had almost forgotten to thank
you for the handsome Easter gift with which you honoured
me in Berlin. ... I mean the second volume of your
speeches. I hope there are many more volumes to come/*
The Prince replied :  " I don't think there'll be many."
Myself: "Is the Imperial Chancellor going to become
more secretive ? "
The Prince (smiling) : " It's just as well not to prophesy."
He then went on to talk of the value, or rather the vanity of
political prophecy: " When Frederick the Great died in 1786
he certainly had no idea that the French Revolution was
going to break out three years later. He didn't foresee that,
despite his close association with eminent French intellectuals
who helped to pave the way for it. And again, Napoleon I
can't have sensed how extensively his shattering policy would
rouse the dormant spirit of the nations. Had Frederick the
Great any forebodings of a Jena or Auerstadt, or Napoleon of
Sedan?
The conversation then turned to the Prince's recent visit to
Rome and the property he had just purchased, Villa Malta.
The Prince remarked: " The place has a long history. It
is even associated with Lucullus and Sallust.
" I was perhaps marked down by fate to become its ownet/'
he went on. Then he drew out his watch and said: " I've
been carrying this watch for forty-two years, and it has
engraved on the case a quotation from SalLust's 'bdlum
Jugurthinuw : animus humani generis rector agit atque habet cuncta
mqw ipse habetttr. (The mind is the director of the human
race; it is lord over all things and no man is lord over
himself.)"
"I take it, then, Your Excellency "—I ventured—" that
now, when you go to the Villa Malta for a holiday, Sallust's
influence will come over you and you'll find leisure from
affairs ia the shade of the noble old trees, and there write the
history you have helped to make*"

